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Who will protect our environment?
Don Berk

The gates at Rabbit Run Creek were specially designed for the
location, off Route 202 in New Hope.

Bridget Wingert: Happy to Be Here

Gates like no others

Rabbit Run Creek, the highend townhouse development in
New Hope is headed for its
grand opening in May.
Drivers have watched it take
shape for the past year from the
vantage of Route 202 at the
entrance to the toll bridge. They
have seen it rise as a gated community like no other.
And its gates alone are like no
others.
They are the work of
Raymond Mathis of
Buckingham, who has been creating sculpture and practical
things like signs, gates and railings in the Delaware Valley for
more than 20 years.
Tom Scannapieco, the developer of Rabbit Run, lives in New
Hope and is a strong supporter
of the arts community, an admirer of craftsmanship.
In New Hope he converted an
old paper mill into The
Waterworks more than 20 years
ago and then built Waterview, a
luxury condominium enclave at
the south end of town. His most
recent successes are high-rises in
downtown Philadelphia, 1706
Rittenhouse (“ultra lush” he calls
it) and 500 Walnut St., still under
construction but topped off in
late March.
Scannapieco’s city projects
include indoor parking, swimming pools, long views of the
Philadelphia skyline, all of the
amenities expected of an elite
address.
At Rabbit Run, the two-story
townhomes offer between 3,500
square feet and 3,700 square feet
of space each, garage entrances
at the rear, an interior elevator
and private courtyard. The 37
homes are 42 feet wide (large for
a town house). The price starts at
$1.4 million.
The architect, Sang-Yee
Rummler, wanted a neighborhood feel. A village green is at
the center of the houses and the
site has 2,100 feet of walkable
sidewalks and paths.
“We’re following up 1706
Rittenhouse with another project,
500 Walnut, opening spring
2017; and now Rabbit Run Creek
takes us full circle back to New
Hope,” said Scannapieco, in a
press release. “The project’s intimacy, privacy and attention to
detail and design will truly raise

A detail of the Rabbit Run gates.
the bar in Bucks County.”
Scannapieco likes to add local
touches to the projects he leads.
He knows the folklore, the place
names – like the name Rabbit
Run, a creek that runs into the
nearby Delaware River.
So when it was time to choose
gates for Rabbit Run,
Scannapieco thought of
Raymond Mathis of Tutto Metal
Design. And the developer gave
Mathis the freedom to design the
gates, like four pieces of sculpture, 10 feet wide and 7 feet tall
on center.
“I didn’t want them to be
imposing. I wanted looseness of
design,” Mathis said. The finished product is a sinuous intertwining of black steel vines with
bronze leaves.
Scannapieco’s original concept
included a rabbit in the gate
design but Mathis overruled him.
“I thought it was too kitschy,”
Mathis said. But somewhere in
the gates he said he would hide a
rabbit. Altogether, he put about
700 hours into the project.
Mathis, like Scannapieco, was
born in Philadelphia. He attended public schools and earned a
certificate as a farrier then
served an apprenticeship with a
metal worker. In 1994 he
received a fellowship for metalworking in Germany and he has
taught classes in metal working.
He is largely self-taught. “I’ve
always had a passion for metalwork and jewelry,” Mathis said.
“The metal moves like clay
when it’s hot,” a malleable substance ripe for shaping.
Mathis has an eye for form
and shape that can’t be taught. It
can be seen in the gates that are
now hanging at Rabbit Run
Creek.

With the Environmental
Protection Agency under severe
attack from the Trump administration, who will protect us?
Nearly 200 local residents asked
just that at a recent rally along
the Delaware River.
Nearly 1,000 marched to support the EPA and science in
Doylestown on April 22.
People are obviously concerned over the fate of the EPA
and the pristine environment
right here in Bucks County, and
they have very good reason to
be. Trump’s budget proposal
calls for a 31 percent cut of
funding, taking the agency’s
budget to its lowest point since
its creation almost 50 years ago.
Trump’s plan would eliminate
3,200 jobs (roughly 20 percent of
the agency’s workforce), which
would crush the agency’s ability
to function and to protect the environment. That is precisely why we have an
EPA – and why corporate polluters would
rather not have an
EPA at all.
Facing this threat to
the EPA’s capacity to
keep us safe, it’s no
wonder that so many
people in Bucks
County – and across
the country – are
extremely concerned.
The good news is that
this is an issue that

must be resolved in Congress,
which is tasked with approving
the final budget.
We need our elected officials
in Congress to step up now and
do everything they possibly can
to protect the EPA before a final
budget is approved. That means
not just resisting Trump’s budget, but any cuts to the EPA.
We’re starting locally. That’s
why the Doylestown Borough
Council unanimously passed a
resolution calling on Rep. Brian
Fitzpatrick and Senators Bob
Casey and Pat Toomey to stand
up to protect the EPA.
The council’s letter calls on
them to “actively resist all efforts
to defund the EPA, eliminate or
reduce its enforcement capabilities, or weaken our bedrock environmental laws and regulations.”
The letter also says: “Rather than
weakening the EPA and environmental protections, we should
strengthen rules to protect com-

munities from the impacts of factory farms, fossil fuel production
and use, other sources of pollution, and work to ensure all people have access to clean water,
safe food, and a livable climate.”
Sen. Casey has already indicated that he stands with us. He sent
a letter to be read at our rally at
the Lumberville Bridge denouncing Trump’s “drastic and senseless
cuts to the EPA and his radical,
anti-environment agenda.”
That was good to hear – but
folks are expecting a lot more.
For starters, we need to hear similar commitments from the lawmakers we’ve sent to
Washington to represent our
interests.
Rep. Fitzpatrick and Sen.
Toomey must know that the citizens of Bucks County have
demonstrated their deep concern
for the future of the EPA and the
environment. And they should be
on notice that we’re not going
away anytime soon.
So the question
for lawmakers is
very clear: Are you
ready to stand with
your constituents, or
do you represent the
fossil corporations
and the climatedenying Trump
White House?
Don Berk is a
member of
Doylestown
Borough Council.

Toni Kellers: Out on the Farm

Science and shepherds win

In the American Sheep Industry
weekly newsletter there was an
article that really resonated with
me. It was about the concerns of
the USDA (United States
Department of Agriculture) that
sheep producers were getting
complacent about adhering to the
Scrapie guidelines.
The what guidelines? Some
memories fade quickly. It was in
the news here 20 years ago or so.
But in the United Kingdom those
memories are still vivid. Scrapie
is a disease that caused thousands of sheep to be destroyed
there. In the UK they remember
that the hill pastures of England,
Scotland and Wales were eerily
silent for years. It took a long
time to rebuild those flocks.
Scrapie doesn't show up for a
while, sometimes it never shows
up. If it does, the only symptoms
are also those of other diseases.
The animal deteriorates and dies.
The disease can only be diagnosed after death by examination
of brain tissue of the dead animal. So it sneaks up on you.
That would be bad enough, but
it goes further. Dead sheep were
used in the production of feed for
cattle. Cattle got mad cow disease (Bovine spongiform
encephalopathy) from eating feed
contaminated by sheep and goat
by-products (meat and bonemeal). Do you see where this is
going?
Do you remember mad cow
disease? That should ring a bell.
It was all over the papers here,
and people were afraid to eat
beef even though the United
States never had a documented

case of BSI – the disease in cattle that can be transmitted to people.
We had Scrapie in sheep,
though, and the fear was that
someday BSE would get into our
beef production. The only real
safeguard was to eliminate
Scrapie so that could never happen.
But fortunately the USDA took
immediate steps to cut that possibility off at the source – the
sheep (and goats).
There were two main steps
enacted. First it ordered that no
by-products of sheep and goats
could be used in production of
cattle feed (this would be the
meat and bone meal).
Then it created the Scrapie
Eradication Program in the sheep
producer industry. The exact
form of the program has evolved
from a cumbersome beginning in
2003, with lots of paperwork and
inspections on the farm.
Simply stated, it now monitors
the health of sheep and goats
raised in the U.S. It involves
slaughter houses and sheep producers. Slaughter houses are
required to sample-test a regulated number of animals going
through their operation.
Producers are asked to identify
their individual animals (ear
tags) and to offer animals for
testing based on the size of a
flock. (My flock of 25 is
required to offer one animal
every three years.) The USDA
vets in Pennsylvania are available to come to the farm and perform the necessary procedure,
taking brain samples as needed.

But here is the good news. The
reason sheep producers are getting complacent about following
up on their responsibilities is
because there have been no
reported cases of scrapie in the
U.S. since April 2016.
That does not mean they have
not occurred, but even under the
regulations now in place, none
have been recorded. This is the
first year we can say this, and if
the program continues to be followed, and possibly improved,
the time is near when we can say
that this disease no longer exists
here.
As a sheep producer, I take
pride in this accomplishment.
Twenty years of cooperation
between the USDA, the State
Cooperative Extension Services,
and the voluntary cooperation of
sheep producers has brought us
to the point where we can foresee the end of the threat of this
disease in this country.
It took people like Mike
Fournier, of Pa. Cooperative
Extension who was my mentor.
It took Kim and Mike Musser,
graduates of Penn State
Agricultural College, who introduced me to shepherding when
they brought their flock of
Hampshire sheep to our farm
over 20 years ago.
And it took the voluntary
cooperation of thousands of
sheep producers, large and small,
all over the United States.
Just shows what can be accomplished when Americans come
together for a cause.
Toni Kellers raises sheep in
Bedminster Township.

Pedro A. Rivera

measurement tool), which is why
the department is adopting the
Future Ready PA Index as the
school evaluation tool in 2018-19.
Future Ready PA would retain
some measures from the SPP, but
broaden the indicators to weigh
how schools are doing at preparing all students for post-graduation success.
Next, with new flexibility under
the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act, which replaced No
Child Left Behind, Pennsylvania
can update its assessment practices. PDE is considering reducing
the amount of time students in
grades 3 to 8 spend testing, and
eliminating “double testing” in
middle schools.
Finally, the Keystone Exams
shouldn’t be the only ticket to a
seat at commencement. In 2016
the General Assembly unanimously passed, and Gov. Wolf
signed, a law delaying the use of
Keystone Exams as graduation
requirements until 2019.
In PDE’s report, which was
released in August, the department recommended retaining the
Keystones as an option for students to graduate, but also out-

lined other options to demonstrate readiness including using
the ACT or SAT, or earning certificates in career and technical
education programs.
Expanding these options for
students to show they are prepared for college or career success will allow them to pursue a
wider range of study and to
demonstrate their readiness for
college, high-demand industries,
or the military.
Underscoring these assessment-focused initiatives is the
commitment to improving educational outcomes for all students
regardless of zip code, including
historic investments at all levels.
We believe that education must
move beyond the cookie-cutter
approaches of the past that relied
on narrow strategies for school
improvement and limited paths to
graduation. Pennsylvania’s communities, economy, and expectations have evolved, and we owe
it to our students to prepare them
for the challenges they’ll
encounter.
Pedro A. Rivera is
Pennsylvania Secretary of
Education.

State is rethinking standardized tests

A bird’s-eye view of the Rabbit Run Creek complex.

David Cuff: Short and Sweet

Brief Biographies

Kareem Abdul Jabbar
Citizen and NBA star
Produced record points per game
And thoughtful essays under his name
David Cuff’s book, “Brief Biographies,” is a collection of light
verse using the Clerihew, a challenging poetic form devised by
Edmund Clerihew Bentley when he was a student at St. Paul’s
School in London.

In classrooms across
Pennsylvania, students are
engaged in an annual tradition of
taking standardized tests; and
while these assessments can play
an important role in their education, many would agree that the
spotlight on tests and scores has
overshadowed the great teaching
and learning that should be the
focus in our schools.
The Department of Education
agrees.
At the governor’s direction,
PDE has crisscrossed the commonwealth working with communities and educational organizations to identify ways to ensure
students are prepared to succeed
after they graduate. This collaboration has led PDE to offer recommendations to tackle the issue
of over-testing.
First, Pennsylvania should stop
relying on results from a few
ssessments to evaluate how
schools are doing. Results from
the PSSAs and Keystone Exams
account for up to 90 percent of a
school’s School Performance
Profile (the state’s current school

